
Under Virginia Code Sections 15.2-900; 15.2-901; 15.2-904 and 

15.2-906 the Town of Dungannon can legally enforce town 

ordinances regarding vehicle issues, etc.. 

 

§ 15.2-900. Abatement or removal of nuisances by localities; recovery of costs.  

In addition to the remedy provided by § 48-5 and any other remedy provided by 

law, any locality may maintain an action to compel a responsible party to abate, 

raze, or remove a public nuisance. If the public nuisance presents an imminent and 

immediate threat to life or property, then the locality may abate, raze, or remove 

such public nuisance, and a locality may bring an action against the responsible 

party to recover the necessary costs incurred for the provision of public 

emergency services reasonably required to abate any such public nuisance.  

The term "nuisance" includes, but is not limited to, dangerous or unhealthy 

substances which have escaped, spilled, been released or which have been 

allowed to accumulate in or on any place and all unsafe, dangerous, or unsanitary 

public or private buildings, walls, or structures which constitute a menace to the 

health and safety of the occupants thereof or the public. The term "responsible 

party" includes, but is not limited to, the owner, occupier, or possessor of the 

premises where the nuisance is located, the owner or agent of the owner of the 

material which escaped, spilled, or was released and the owner or agent of the 

owner who was transporting or otherwise responsible for such material and 

whose acts or negligence caused such public nuisance.  

§ 15.2-901. Locality may provide for removal or disposal of trash, cutting of grass 

and weeds; penalty in certain counties; penalty.  

 

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that:  

 



1. The owners of property therein shall, at such time or times as the governing 

body may prescribe, remove therefrom any and all trash, garbage, refuse, litter 

and other substances which might endanger the health or safety of other residents 

of such locality; or may, whenever the governing body deems it necessary, after 

reasonable notice, have such trash, garbage, refuse, litter and other like 

substances which might endanger the health of other residents of the locality, 

removed by its own agents or employees, in which event the cost or expenses 

thereof shall be chargeable to and paid by the owners of such property and may 

be collected by the locality as taxes are collected;  

 

2. Trash, garbage, refuse, litter and other debris shall be disposed of in personally 

owned or privately owned receptacles that are provided for such use and for the 

use of the persons disposing of such matter or in authorized facilities provided for 

such purpose and in no other manner not authorized by law;  

 

3. The owners of vacant developed or undeveloped property therein, including 

such property upon which buildings or other improvements are located, shall cut 

the grass, weeds and other foreign growth on such property or any part thereof at 

such time or times as the governing body shall prescribe; or may, whenever the 

governing body deems it necessary, after reasonable notice as determined by the 

locality, have such grass, weeds or other foreign growth cut by its agents or 

employees, in which event the cost and expenses thereof shall be chargeable to 

and paid by the owner of such property and may be collected by the locality as 

taxes are collected. In the Cities of Colonial Heights, Newport News, Williamsburg, 

and Winchester, and in a locality within Planning District 8, an ordinance adopted 

pursuant to this subdivision may also apply to owners of occupied property 

therein. No such ordinance adopted by any county shall have any force and effect 

within the corporate limits of any town. No such ordinance adopted by any county 

having a density of population of less than 500 per square mile shall have any 



force or effect except within the boundaries of platted subdivisions or any other 

areas zoned for residential, business, commercial or industrial use.  

 

B. Every charge authorized by this section with which the owner of any such 

property shall have been assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien 

against such property ranking on a parity with liens for unpaid local taxes and 

enforceable in the same manner as provided in Articles 3 (§ 58.1-3940 et seq.)  

and 4 (§ 58.1-3965 et seq.) of Chapter 39 of Title 58.1. A locality may waive such 

liens in order to facilitate the sale of the property. Such liens may be waived only 

as to a purchaser who is unrelated by blood or marriage to the owner and who has 

no business association with the owner. All such liens shall remain a personal 

obligation of the owner of the property at the time the liens were imposed.  

 

C. The governing body of any locality may by ordinance provide that violations of 

this section shall be subject to a civil penalty, not to exceed $50 for the first 

violation, or violations arising from the same set of operative facts. The civil 

penalty for subsequent violations not arising from the same set of operative facts 

within 12 months of the first violation shall not exceed $200. Each business day 

during which the same violation is found to have existed shall constitute a 

separate offense. In no event shall a series of specified violations arising from the 

same set of operative facts result in civil penalties that exceed a total of $3,000 in 

a 12-month period.  

 

D. Except as provided in this subsection, adoption of an ordinance pursuant to 

subsection C shall be in lieu of criminal penalties and shall preclude prosecution of 

such violation as a misdemeanor. The governing body of any locality may, 

however, by ordinance provide that such violations shall be a Class 3 misdemeanor 

in the event three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same 

defendant for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of 



operative facts, within a 24-month period. Classifying such subsequent violations 

as criminal offenses shall preclude the imposition of civil penalties for the same 

violation.  

 

(Code 1950, § 15-14; 1962, cc. 400, 623, § 15.1-11; 1964, c. 31; 1968, c. 423; 1974, 

c. 655; 1978, c. 533; 1983, cc. 192, 390; 1990, c. 177; 1992, c. 649; 1994, c. 167; 

1997, c. 587; 1999, c. 174; 2000, c. 740; 2001, c. 750; 2003, c. 829; 2006, c. 275; 

2009, c. 446; 2010, cc. 161, 403, 641.)  

§ 15.2-904. Authority to restrict keeping of inoperable motor vehicles, etc., on 
residential or commercial property; removal of such vehicles; penalty.  

A. Any locality may, by ordinance, provide that it shall be unlawful for any person 
to keep, except within a fully enclosed building or structure or otherwise shielded 
or screened from view, on any property zoned for residential or commercial or 
agricultural purposes any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, as such are defined 
in § 46.2-100, which is inoperable. Any locality in addition may, by ordinance, limit 
the number of inoperable motor vehicles which any person may keep outside of a 
fully enclosed building or structure, but which are shielded or screened from view 
by covers. As used in this section, an "inoperable motor vehicle" may, at the 
election of the locality, mean any one or more of the following: (i) any motor 
vehicle which is not in operating condition; (ii) any motor vehicle which for a 
period of 60 days or longer has been partially or totally disassembled by the 
removal of tires and wheels, the engine, or other essential parts required for 
operation of the vehicle; or (iii) any motor vehicle on which there are displayed 
neither valid license plates nor a valid inspection decal. However, the provisions of 
this section shall not apply to a licensed business which on June 26, 1970, is 
regularly engaged in business as an automobile dealer, salvage dealer or scrap 
processor.  

B. Any locality may, by ordinance, further provide that: (i) the owners of property 
zoned for residential, commercial or agricultural purposes shall, at such time or 
times as the locality prescribes, remove therefrom any such inoperable motor 
vehicles, trailers or semitrailers that are not kept within a fully enclosed building or 
structure; (ii) such locality through its own agents or employees may remove any 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+46.2-100


such inoperable motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers, whenever the owner of the 
premises, after reasonable notice, has failed to do so; (iii) in the event such 
locality, through its own agents or employees, removes any such motor vehicles, 
trailers or semitrailers, after having given such reasonable notice, such locality may 
dispose of such motor vehicles, trailers or semitrailers after giving additional 
notice to the owner of the vehicle; (iv) the cost of any such removal and disposal 
shall be chargeable to the owner of the vehicle or premises and may be collected 
by the locality as taxes are collected; and (v) every cost authorized by this section 
with which the owner of the premises has been assessed shall constitute a lien 
against the property from which the vehicle was removed, the lien to continue 
until actual payment of such costs has been made to the locality. Notwithstanding 
the other provisions of this subsection, if the owner of such vehicle can 
demonstrate that he is actively restoring or repairing the vehicle, and if it is 
shielded or screened from view, the vehicle and one additional inoperative motor 
vehicle that is shielded or screened from view and being used for the restoration 
or repair may remain on the property.  

C. The governing body of any locality may by ordinance provide that violations of 
this section shall be subject to a civil penalty, which may be imposed in accordance 
with the provisions of § 15.2-2209.  

D. Except as provided in this subsection, adoption of an ordinance pursuant to 
subsection C shall be in lieu of criminal penalties and shall preclude prosecution of 
such violation as a misdemeanor. The governing body of any locality may, 
however, by ordinance provide that such violations shall be a Class 3 misdemeanor 
in the event three civil penalties have previously been imposed on the same 
defendant for the same or similar violation, not arising from the same set of 
operative facts, within a 24-month period. Classifying such subsequent violations 
as criminal offenses shall preclude the imposition of civil penalties for the same 
violation.  

E. As used in this section, notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or 
special, "shielded or screened from view" means not visible by someone standing 
at ground level from outside of the property on which the subject vehicle is 
located.  

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+15.2-2209


(1966, c. 390, § 15.1-11.1; 1970, c. 196; 1972, c. 572; 1973, c. 395; 1982, c. 368; 
1985, c. 289; 1986, c. 245; 1989, c. 404; 1997, c. 587; 2003, c. 829; 2004, cc. 513, 
934; 2005, cc. 465, 775.)  

15.2-906 
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